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IEA Bioenergy Task 40 - UPDATE MAY 2009

In 2008 and early 2009, IEA Bioenergy Task 40 (co-)

organized four workshops on: International bioenergy 

trade statistics at IEA headquarters in February 2008 

in Paris, France, to identify bottlenecks and to set-

up strategies to develop meaningful statistics for 

international bioenergy trade; The expected effects of 

more ambitious political targets, visions and policy 

incentives on bioenergy trade, in Jönköping Sweden, 

in May 2008; Forestry supply chains during a joint 

workshop with Task 31 and Task 38, in September 2008 

in Warwick, UK; Sustainability certification for biofuels 

and bioenergy, 29-30 January 2009 in Brussels, Belgium. 

Focus of the discussions was the actual implementation 

of sustainability schemes and criteria in practice in the 

EU and globally, and the implications for energy and 

biomass producers. All presentations are available for 

download at the IEA Bioenergy Task 40 website.

Task 40 recent publications (published and forthcoming, see 

also www.bioenergytrade.org) include:

•	 The August 2008 issue of Biomass and Bioenergy (Volume 

32, Issue 8, Pages 657-814) was a special issue by Task 

40, describing developments in international bioenergy 

trade & markets. This issue summarized the key results 

for the period 2004-2006, covering global bioenergy trade 

developments, trade in individual member countries (FI, 

NL, NO & UK), perspectives on fuel ethanol consumption 

and trade and an overview of recent developments in 

sustainable biomass certification.

•	 Task 40 members have compiled an overview of 

bioenergy trade and bioenergy success stories, 

covering ethanol and biodiesel in the US, wood pellets in 

Canada and Austria, and pyrolysis oil in Canada, including 

an analysis of important preconditions and drivers, 

barriers overcome, and possible future developments. 

•	 Given the rapid increase in production and trade of 

biodiesel, task 40 has commissioned a study to prepare 

a global overview of bio-oils (vegetable and palm oil). 

The report highlights the wider implications of bio-

oils with emphasis on biodiesel. This study: i) assess 

the major producers and consumers of vegetables 

oils, ii) main emerging markets, iii) analyze main policy 

drivers, and iv) assess future trends, mainly for palm, 

soybean and rapeseed oils.

•	 The bioenergy maritime shipping study describes the 

main properties of biofuels in relation to maritime shipping, 

examine current shipping lanes and major tradable 

biomass sources (including Canada, Brazil, Argentina, 

Russia, Baltic States, and Malaysia), capacities, costs 

and obstacles, together with other factors that will 

influence future biofuels shipping opportunities.

•	 A large study on barriers and opportunities for bioenergy 

trade is investigating amongst other things, the importance of 

tariff barriers, technical standards, sustainability criteria and 

other possible issues hampering or stimulating international 

bioenergy trade. After two additional workshops, in May 

and July, (see also below), the final report will be published 

during the summer of 2009.

•	 In addition to existing country reports, in the summer of 

2009, all Task 40 member countries will publish updated 

country reports, containing state-of-the art overviews 

of domestic biomass resources, production potentials, 

policies, and especially international bioenergy trade.

Four major events are also scheduled for the remainder  

of 2009:

•	 During the Symposium on Biotechnology for Biofuels 

and Chemicals, in San Francisco, May 5th 2009, a joint 

workshop is organized with Task 39 on large-scale fuel 

supply chains for 2nd generation biofuel plants and 

their impacts on lignocellulose markets. Speakers 

will include several Task 40 members. Additional 

contributions from Task 40 members will cover biomass 

sustainability and logistics, and an overview of ongoing 

biomass sustainability certification schemes.

•	 Task 40 will jointly organize a workshop with EUBIONET 

III at the 17th European Biomass conference in 

Hamburg, beginning of July 2009. IEA Bioenergy Task 

40 (in cooperation with UNCTAD and UNIDO) aims 

to get an up-to-date overview of what the market 

actors currently perceive as major opportunities 

and barriers for the current and future development 

of international bioenergy trade, focusing especially 

on bio-ethanol, biodiesel and wood pellets, as trade 

in these commodities has increased rapidly in the past 

decade and further growth is expected. The aim of the 

workshop is to present and disseminate the first results 

of both projects, but also to get additional feedback from 
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The Task is jointly led and coordinated by André Faaij (Copernicus Institute, Utrecht University) and Peter-Paul Schouwenberg 

(Nidera Handelscompagnie B.V.). Martin Junginger (Copernicus, UU) is assisting and logistically supporting the Task. Kees Kwant 

(SenterNovem) is Operating Agent for the Task.

National Team Leaders of IEA Bioenergy Task 40 as of May 2009

Task Leaders

More information:	        www.bioenergytrade.org           www.ieabioenergy.com

Austria
Lukas Kranzl & Fritz Diesenreiter, Vienna University  
of Technology
Tel: +43-1-58801 37351
Lukas.Kranzl@tuwien.ac.at

Michael Wild, European Bioenergy Services - EBES AG
Tel: +43-1-879 99 57
wild@ebes.at

Belgium
Luc Pelkmans, VITO
Tel. +32-14-335830 
luc.pelkmans@vito.be

Didier Marchal, SPW
Tel : +32-81-335865 
Didier.Marchal@spw.wallonie.be

Brazil
Arnaldo Walter and Paulo Dolzan, State University  
of Campinas
Tel: +55-19-3521-3283
awalter@fem.unicamp.br

Canada
Douglas Bradley, Climate Change Solutions
Tel: +1-613-321-2303
douglas.bradley@rogers.com

European Commission
Mihai Tomescu, DG Environment 
Tel: +32-2-2980094
Mihai.Tomescu@ec.europa.eu

Finland
Tapio Ranta & Jussi Heinimö, Lappeenranta University 
of Technology
Tel: +358-5-62111
tapio.ranta@lut.fi & jussi.heinimo@lut.fi

Germany
Uwe R. Fritsche, Oeko-Institut (Institute for  
Applied Ecology) 
Tel: +49-6151-8191-24 
u.fritsche@oeko.de

Michael Deutmeyer, CHOREN Biomass GmbH
Tel: +49 (40) 398156 30
Michael.Deutmeyer@choren.com

Italy
Alessandro Berti, Api Nòva Energia S.r.l.
Tel: +39-06-8493351
Alessandro.berti@apinovaenergia.com

Maurizio Cocchi, ETA - Renewable Energies 
Tel: +39-055-5002174
Maurizio.cocchi@etaflorence.it

Japan
Shinichi Goto and Mitsu Oguma, AIST
Tel: +81-29-861-7080
goto.s@aist.go.jp & mitsu.oguma@aist.go.jp

The Netherlands
Andre Faaij & Martin Junginger, Utrecht 
University
Tel: +31-30-2537643 
a.p.c.faaij@uu.nl & h.m.junginger@uu.nl

Peter-Paul Schouwenberg, Nidera 
Handelscompagnie B.V.
Tel: +31-10-4301636
pschouwenberg@nidera.nl

Norway
Øyvind Leistad, Enova
Tel: +47-73-190-430 
oyvind.leistad@enova.no

Birger Solberg & Erik Trømborg, Norwegian 
University of Life Sciences
Tel: +47-64-965728 
birger.solberg@umb.no

Sweden
Bo Hektor (Representing Svebio), First 
Bioenergy AB 
Tel + 46 8109915 
bo.hektor@fbio.se

United Kingdom
Frank Rosillo-Calle & Jeremy Woods, Imperial 
College London, CEP,
Tel. + 44 - 0- 20 7594 7315
f.rosillo-calle@imperial.ac.uk

United States
J. Richard Hess, Idaho National Laboratory 
Tel: +1- 208-526-0115 
JRichard.Hess@inl.gov

Richard Nelson, Kansas State University
Tel: +1 -785-532-4999
RNelson@ksu.edu

Operating Agent: the Netherlands
Kees Kwant, SenterNovem
Tel: +31-30-2393458 
k.kwant@SenterNovem.nl

industry, policy makers and science on how to further 

increase biomass utilization and trade in view of the 

current ambitious renewable energy and climate policy 

targets and the current economic crisis.

•	 During the “end-of-task” workshop in Vancouver August 

25-26 2009, Task 40 will organize a half-day session on 

sustainable international bioenergy trade, including 

both speakers from Task 40 and other key experts.

•	 Finally, the last Task 40 event in 2009 will be held in Japan 

on October 26 – 28th, and will highlight developments 

in bioenergy trade (both solid and liquid) in the 

South-East Asian region. 

More and up-to-date information on the activities of IEA 

Bioenergy Task 40 is available at www.bioenergytrade.

org; for general work of the IEA Bioenergy Implementing 

Agreement, visit www.ieabioenergy.com  


